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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

5

This annual report covers the AICHR ac-
tivities from July 2023 to June 2024. 

The AICHR activities in the period of 
July 2023 to June 2024 show the measures 
of AICHR to strengthen its roles in promot-
ing and protecting human rights through 
the implementation of its Terms of Refer-
ence (TOR) and advancing the realisation 
of the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration 
(AHRD). 

Throughout the year, AICHR has con-
vened two regular meetings and two spe-
cial meetings, annual interfaces with the 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers, the Committee 
of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN 
(CPR), and the Secretary-General of ASE-
AN, respectively. 

AICHR strengthened its role as an over-
arching body in promoting and protect-
ing human rights in ASEAN by reaching 
out and engaging ASEAN Sectoral Bodies 
(ASBs), the ASEAN Institute for Peace and 
Reconciliation, Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs), National Human Rights Institu-
tions (NHRIs), the United Nations (UN), 
Young People and maintained its relations 
with the ASEAN Dialogue Partners in order 
to contribute to the ASEAN’s Chair agenda 
of 2024 on “ASEAN: Enhancing Connectiv-
ity and Resilience”. 

AICHR implemented its Five-Year Work 
Plan (FYWP) of 2021–2025 in line with its 
efforts to be relevant to the contemporary 
issues on human rights by generating re-
gional discussion on issues related to hu-
man rights with different stakeholders, to 

include climate change, environmental 
rights, trafficking in persons especially 
women and children, freedom of religion 
and beliefs, the rights of persons with disa-
bility, the rights of the child, human rights 
and poverty eradication in the context of 
the SDGs, human rights concerns in the 
post-pandemic situation, misinformation 
and disinformation, Freedom of Opinion 
and Expression in ASEAN, business and 
human rights, human rights index in ASE-
AN, the rights of victims in the prevention 
and countering violent extremism, and the 
prevention of torture, among others. 

In realising Article 4.2 of its TOR in de-
veloping a regional human rights frame-
work based on the AHRD, AICHR is pro-
cessing the draft ASEAN Declaration on 
the Right to a safe, clean, healthy, and 
sustainable environment. This measure is 
in line with Article 28 (f) of AHRD on the 
right to a safe, clean, and sustainable en-
vironment. 

On the external relations front, the AI-
CHR convened the 1st AICHR-UN Dialogue 
on Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland 
on 27–29 September 2023 and paid an of-
ficial visit to Switzerland which was held 
in Geneva and Bern, Switzerland from 30 
September to 2 October 2023. On 3 Oc-
tober 2023, ASEAN and the EU held the 
5th Policy Dialogue on Human Rights in 
Brussels. The Dialogue was co-chaired by 
AICHR and the EU, with nearly 30 ASE-
AN delegates in participation, including 
AICHR, ACWC, ACW, ACMW, relevant di-
visions of the ASEAN Secretariat, and the 
participation of Timor-Leste as Observer. 
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INTRODUCTION
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This Annual Report comprises the descrip-
tion of AICHR’s activities between July 
2023 and July 2024, its lessons learnt, ob-
servations and recommendations.
 

This report is divided into seven parts, 
starting with the Introduction, followed 
by the Work of AICHR, which consists of 
AICHR meetings and activities through-
out the specific period of time. The third 
part focuses on the measurement of Main-
streaming Human Rights across pillars of 
ASEAN. AICHR’s engagement with ASE-
AN Organs, Bodies, and Entities, including 
consultative relations with CSOs, and Ex-

ternal Partners are addressed in part four. 
The fifth part shows the participation of 
Timor-Leste in ASEAN’s meetings and ac-
tivities as an observer. Another important 
part is the elaboration of the implemen-
tation assessment, monitoring and eval-
uation (M&E) of the work of AICHR. The 
final part elaborates on AICHR’s delivera-
bles for 2024, the observation and future 
direction of AICHR. 

This report is submitted to the ASE-
AN Foreign Ministers Meeting as the im-
plementation of Article 6.6 of the AICHR 
Terms of Reference (TOR). 

H.E. Wahyuningrum 
chaired the AICHR Special 
Meeting 1/2023 in Jakarta
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2

WORK of the AICHR 

2.1

AICHR MEETINGS 

During the reporting period, AICHR held 
four meetings. 

2.1.1

SPECIAL MEETING 1/2023 

AICHR convened its Special Meeting 
1/2023 on 8–12 July 2023 in Jakarta, In-
donesia. The Meeting was chaired by H.E. 
Wahyuningrum, Representative of Indo-
nesia to AICHR, and was attended by Rep-
resentatives/Alternate Representatives 
of AICHR, and the ASEAN Secretariat. 
Timor-Leste attended the Meeting as Ob-
server. 

The ASEAN Secretariat provided up-
dates on meetings and activities conduct-
ed across the three Community pillars 
and the status of AICHR funds. Further 
updates include recent developments on 
human rights in the region, including new 
laws and regulations at the national level 
related to human rights, and human rights 
initiatives by ASEAN Member States, pre-
sented by the AICHR Representatives/Al-
ternate Representatives of Indonesia, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, and Thailand. 

The Meeting discussed the implemen-

tation of AICHR’s Priority Programmes/
Activities in 2023 with a focus on business 
and human rights, the environment and 
climate change, rights of persons with dis-
abilities, children’s and women’s rights, 
human rights and poverty eradication in 
the context of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the ASEAN Human 
Rights Declaration (AHRD), disinforma-
tion, hate speech and human rights, vic-
tim-oriented protection to counter rad-
icalisation and violent extremism, and 
prevention of torture, among others. There 
were also discussions on AICHR thematic 
studies, institutional matters, and its ex-
ternal relations. 

Several interface meetings were held 
as part of the Special Meeting 1/2023. The 
Representatives of AICHR met with rele-
vant ASEAN Sectoral Bodies, including the 
ASEAN Committee on Women (ACW), the 
ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Social 
Welfare and Development (SOMSWD), the 
ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Trans-
national Crime (SOMTC), and the Repre-
sentative of the Chair of the ASEAN Sen-
ior Economic Officials Meeting (SEOM), 
which discussed priorities and possible 
initiatives for alignment of work and inte-
gration of human rights across three Com-
munity pillars of ASEAN. 

AICHR met with the ASEAN Environ-
mental Rights Working Group (AER-WG) 
to discuss the progress and provide guid-
ance for the AER-WG on the development 
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of a regional framework on environmental 
rights in ASEAN. AICHR also met with the 
Child Rights Coalition (CRC Asia) with the 
participation of children to discuss possi-
ble measures to raise awareness, advoca-
cy, promotion and protection of children’s 
rights, as well as the importance of chil-
dren’s engagement in AICHR’s activities. 

Preparations for the 1st AICHR-United 
Nations (UN) Dialogue on Human Rights, 
the AICHR Official Visit to Switzerland, 
and the 5th ASEAN-European Union (EU) 
Policy Dialogue on Human Rights to take 
place in September–October 2023 were 
also deliberated.

2.1.2 

SPECIAL MEETING 2/2023 

AICHR convened its Special Meeting 
2/2023 on 7–10 November 2023 at the 
ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Wahy-
uningrum, Representative of Indonesia to 
AICHR, and was attended by Representa-
tives/Alternate Representatives of AICHR, 
and the ASEAN Secretariat. Timor-Leste 
attended the Meeting as Observer.

The Meeting was updated on recent de-
velopments on human rights in the region, 
including new laws and regulations at the 
national level related to human rights, and 
human rights initiatives in ASEAN Mem-
ber States as presented by the AICHR Rep-
resentatives/Alternate Representatives of 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, and Thailand. 

During the Meeting, the implementa-
tion of AICHR’s Priority Programmes/Ac-
tivities in 2023 and 2024 with a focus on 
the rights of women and children, rights 
of persons with disabilities, freedom of 

peaceful assembly, freedom of opinion 
and expression, disinformation and mis-
information, business and human rights, 
environmental rights and climate change, 
countering trafficking in persons, and pre-
vention of torture, human rights index, 
human rights and policing, ASEAN Human 
Rights Dialogue, among others, were dis-
cussed. 

The Meeting also discussed institution-
al matters, including the implementation 
of the Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) 
Framework of the AICHR Five-Year Work 
Plan (FYWP) 2021–2025, the Rules of Pro-
cedure for the AICHR Fund, and the Guide-
lines on AICHR’s External Relations. 

AICHR took note of the ASEAN Secre-
tariat’s update on the CSOs with Consul-
tative Relationship with AICHR and the 
communications sent to AICHR in 2023. 
The Meeting deliberated the midterm re-
view of the implementation of the AICHR 
FYWP 2021–2025, as well as other matters 
such as governance of the AICHR Fund 
and conduct of joint activities. 

On external relations, AICHR met with 
Switzerland and the UN to discuss the re-
sults and possible follow-ups from the AI-
CHR Official Visit to Switzerland, and the 
1st AICHR-UN Dialogue on Human Rights, 
respectively. AICHR also met with Japan 
to discuss possible areas of cooperation in 
2024. 

AICHR held the 2nd Meeting with the 
AER-WG to discuss the progress and pro-
vide guidance for the AER-WG in the de-
velopment of a regional framework on en-
vironmental rights in ASEAN. 

The Meeting concluded with a handover 
ceremony from Indonesia as the Chair of 
AICHR to Lao PDR. The Meeting expressed 
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its appreciation to H.E. Wahyuningrum for 
excellent arrangements as the 2023 Chair 
of AICHR and welcomed Lao PDR as the 
Chair of AICHR in 2024.

2.1.3
 

The 38TH MEETING of AICHR 

AICHR convened its 38th Meeting on 20–23 
February 2024 in Vientiane, Lao PDR. The 
Meeting was chaired by H.E. Ambassador 
Yong Chanthalangsy, Representative of 
Lao PDR to AICHR, and was attended by 
Representatives/Alternate Representa-
tives of AICHR, and the ASEAN Secretar-
iat. Timor-Leste attended the Meeting as 
Observer. 

In his opening remarks, the Chair high-
lighted the importance of taking stock of 
the outcomes and achievements in the 
implementation of ASEAN Community Vi-
sion 2025 as well as charting out the future 
direction of ASEAN under Lao PDR’s ASE-
AN Chairmanship 2024 with the theme 
“ASEAN: Enhancing Connectivity and Re-
silience”. The Chair called for collective 
efforts in the strengthening of the ASEAN 
Community, and the promotion and pro-
tection of human rights. 

The Meeting proceeded with sharing 
updates on recent developments on hu-
man rights in the region including new 
laws and regulations, and human rights in-
itiatives by ASEAN Member States as pre-
sented by the AICHR Representatives/Al-
ternate Representatives of Indonesia, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, and Thailand. 

The Meeting discussed the implemen-
tation of AICHR’s Priority Programmes/
Activities in 2023 and 2024 with a focus 

on human rights and policing, trafficking 
in persons, the environment and climate 
change, rights of persons with disabili-
ties, children’s rights, human rights and 
poverty eradication in the context of the 
SDGs, misinformation and disinformation, 
among others. 

Institutional matters were also dis-
cussed, including the mid-term review of 
the AICHR FYWP 2021–2025, measures to 
strengthen the governance of the AICHR 
Fund and external funds to AICHR, prepa-
ration for the development of the AICHR 
FYWP 2026–2030, and possible input of 
AICHR to the development of Strategic 
Plans of the ASEAN Community Vision 
2045 led by the High-Level Task Force on 
ASEAN Community’s Post-2025 Vision 
(HLTF-ACV). 

At this Meeting, the 3rd Meeting be-
tween AICHR and the AER-WG was held 
to discuss the progress of the drafting of 
the regional framework on environmental 
rights in ASEAN. 

2.1.4 

The 39TH MEETING of AICHR 

AICHR convened its 39th Meeting from 20 
to 22 May 2024 at ASEAN Headquarters/
ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Ambas-
sador Yong Chanthalangsy, Representative 
of Lao PDR to AICHR, and was attended by 
Representatives/Alternate Representa-
tives of AICHR, and the ASEAN Secretar-
iat. Timor-Leste attended the Meeting as 
Observer.

The Meeting was updated on recent de-
velopments in the region, including new 
laws and regulations, and human rights 
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initiatives by ASEAN Member States as 
presented by the AICHR Representatives/
Alternate Representatives of Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Viet Nam.

The Meeting discussed the implemen-
tation of AICHR’s Priority Programmes/
Activities with a focus on the rights of 
persons with disabilities, women and chil-
dren’s rights, disinformation and misin-
formation, human rights and policing in 
ASEAN, business and human rights, among 
others. AICHR also discussed measures 

for strengthening the governance of AI-
CHR programmes and activities and the 
preparation of the FYWP for the period of 
2026–2030 in alignment with the ASEAN 
Community Vision 2045 and its strategic 
plans. AICHR encouraged close coordina-
tion and consultation with the High-Level 
Task Force on ASEAN Community’s Post-
2025 Vision to ensure that alignment.

In preparation for the annual interface 
between ASEAN Foreign Ministers and 
AICHR Representatives at the 57th AMM 
in July 2024, the Meeting deliberated the 
draft Annual Report of AICHR 2024, the 

AICHR convened its 
39th Meeting in May 
2024 chaired by H.E. 
Ambassador Yong 
Chanthalangsy
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Statement of AICHR to the AMM, and the 
Priority Programmes/Activities of AICHR 
2025.

AICHR held its 4th interface meeting 
with the AER-WG, which discussed the 
progress of drafting a declaration on the 
right to a safe, clean, [healthy], and sus-
tainable environment. AICHR also held 
its 1st interface with the ASEAN Disability 
Forum (ADF) to further promote and pro-
tect human rights. In addition, AICHR held 
its 5th Interface with the CSOs with a Con-
sultative Relationship with AICHR to fur-
ther promote an enabling environment for 
constructive engagement between AICHR 
and the accredited CSOs. 

During its 39th Meeting, AICHR met with 
Australia, the European Union, Japan, and 
the United States of America respectively 
for discussions on cooperation in support 
of the implementation of the AICHR Five-
Year Work Plan (FYWP) 2021–2025 and 
the Priority Programmes and Activities of 
AICHR in 2024 and beyond.

2.2

AICHR ACTIVITIES 

In the reporting period of July 2023–June 
2024, AICHR conducted ten (10) approved 
Priority Programmes and Activities of AI-
CHR. 

2.2.1

LAUNCHING of AICHR TRAFFICKING 
in PERSONS TRAINING RESOURCES for 

ASEAN MEMBER STATES

21 July 2023
ASEAN Headquarters/ASEAN Secretariat

AICHR launched two training resources 
related to countering trafficking in per-
sons, especially women and children on 
21 July 2023, which included the “AICHR 
Training Guide: Community Policing Ap-
proach to Counter Trafficking in Persons 

At the 38th Meeting of 
AICHR in Vientiane, 

February 2025, the Chair 
called for collective efforts 

in the strengthening of 
the ASEAN Community, 
and the promotion and 

protection of human 
rights
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in ASEAN Member States” and the “AICHR 
Training Manual: Human Rights, Gender 
Sensitive and Child-Friendly Approaches 
to Trafficking in Persons Cases for Front-
line Officers”. 

The training resources to counter traf-
ficking in persons provided practical tools 
to enhance multi-stakeholder collabora-
tion in capacity-building initiatives by in-
corporating the whole-of-government and 
whole-of-ASEAN-communities approach-
es in addressing trafficking in persons and 
taking into consideration the complex na-
ture of the issue. 

The publication of the training re-
sources also attributed to the implemen-
tation of the ASEAN Convention Against 
Trafficking in Persons Especially Women 
and Children, the ASEAN Cross-Sectoral 
Work Plan on Trafficking in Persons, and 
the Bohol Trafficking in Persons Work Plan 
2017–2020.

2.2.2 

ASEAN COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
DIALOGUE on HUMAN RIGHTS

24 August 2023
ASEAN Headquarters/ASEAN Secretariat

The ASEAN Community Councils Dialogue 
was held to consult ASEAN Sectoral Bod-
ies on how human rights principles and 
commitments, as stipulated in the AHRD, 
could be mainstreamed in the three Com-
munity pillars of ASEAN and be used to 
foster collaboration between AICHR and 
the ASEAN Sectoral Bodies to advance the 
implementation of AHRD. 

The Dialogue took note of the progress 
and challenges shared by the ASEAN Sec-

toral Bodies in realising human rights 
in their respective mandates and func-
tions. Challenges to the implementation 
of AHRD include the increasing number 
of traditional and non-traditional securi-
ty threats in the region, different cultural 
sensitivities and local contexts in different 
ASEAN Member States regarding human 
rights, and disparities of compliance on 
human rights in the region.

2.2.3 

AICHR CROSS-SECTORAL DIALOGUE 
on THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION 
of ASEAN COMMITMENTS on HUMAN 

RIGHTS of WOMEN and CHILDREN

25 August 2023
ASEAN Headquarters/ASEAN Secretariat

 
The objective of the Cross-Sectoral Dia-
logue was convened to consult the ASEAN 
Sectoral Bodies on their contributions and 
the challenges they faced in promoting 
and protecting the rights of women and 
children in ASEAN. The Dialogue explored 
possible mechanisms for inter-sectoral 
cooperation to strengthen the protection 
framework for women and children in 
ASEAN. The Dialogue also discussed the 
implementation of the agreed recommen-
dations from the 2015 AICHR’s Explorato-
ry Strategy Paper on Human Rights Pro-
tection Mechanisms for Women and Girls 
in the Southeast Asian Region. 

The Dialogue took note of the enablers 
and the progress in realising the rights of 
women and children to fully utilise vari-
ous instruments that all ASEAN Member 
States are party to such as the UN Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women and the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The 
Dialogue also took note of the extensive 
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work of the ASEAN Committee on Women 
(ACW) and the ASEAN Commission on the 
Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 
Women and Children (ACWC) and the evo-
lutionary approach of AICHR in promoting 
and protecting human rights in ASEAN.

2.2.4 

LAUNCHING of the AICHR STUDY 
on HUMAN RIGHTS and MIGRATION 

MANAGEMENT for the MOST 
VULNERABLE GROUPS in ASEAN 

25 August 2023
ASEAN Secretariat

AICHR launched the report of the “AI-
CHR Study on Human Rights and Migra-
tion Management for the Most Vulnerable 
Groups in ASEAN”, which is accessible to 
the public from the AICHR Website (www.
aichr.org).

The Study examined the existing migra-
tion management system in ASEAN and its 
Member States through the lens of human 
rights and gender, particularly on the state 
practice – policies, processes to regulation, 
and enforcement measures – in managing 
the different forms of migration, existing 
cooperation mechanisms, and best prac-
tices of effective migration management 
of the most vulnerable migrants in migra-
tion. It also highlighted challenges in the 
region’s labour migration management, 
including the lack of uniformity in ASEAN 
Member States’ labour migration policies 
which could be an obstacle to enhancing 
greater synchronised and coordinated ac-
tions among ASEAN Member States in en-
suring the rights of migrant workers. The 
launch provided a platform for sharing of 
findings of the Study and regional con-

sultation among AICHR, ASEAN Sectoral 
Bodies, CSOs, academies, and internation-
al organisations on migration and human 
rights broadly.

2.2.5

ASEAN DIALOGUE in REALISING 
SOUTHEAST ASIA as a TORTURE-FREE 

REGION

28–29 August 2023
ASEAN Headquarters/ASEAN Secretariat and 

via Videoconference

The Dialogue served as a platform for 
sharing practices and initiatives of ASE-
AN Member States and stakeholders to-
ward the realisation of Southeast Asia as 
a torture-free region and building capac-
ity of relevant actors, including law en-
forcement officials and CSOs as part of the 
contribution. It also aimed at developing 
recommendations for the implementa-
tion of Article 14 of the AHRD, which pro-
motes torture prevention, investigation 
of torture allegations, prosecution of tor-
ture-related offences, and rehabilitation of 
torture victims. 

Participants, who are justice and law en-
forcement officials, discussed challenges 
in preventing torture including the differ-
ent levels of knowledge and understanding 
about the relevant laws on the prevention 
of torture, lack of resources for the law 
enforcers to implement their duty such as 
the effective use of body cameras, lack of 
the relevant legislation on the prevention 
of torture, difficulties in dismissing stigma 
and changing methods of investigation to 
exclude conduct of torture, and politicisa-
tion of torture prevention efforts.
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2.2.6

AICHR CONSULTATION on FREEDOM 
of OPINION and EXPRESSION in ASEAN 

2023

1–2 December 2023
Jakarta, Indonesia

The Consultation provided a platform for 
ASEAN Member States, ASEAN Sectoral 
Bodies, and stakeholders to share practic-
es, experiences, and challenges in address-
ing the spread of hate speech, fake news, 
misinformation, and disinformation, in-
cluding in the post-pandemic era.

The Consultation discussed the chal-
lenges, relevant frameworks, and govern-
ance of the online dimension of human 

rights. Thematic issues were deliberated, 
including gendered disinformation, hate 
speech, cyber vulnerability, artificial intel-
ligence regulations, civil space and digital 
transformation, data protection, digital 
literacy, access inequality, and the right to 
remedy. 

2.2.7

2023 AICHR REGIONAL 
CONSULTATION on MIDTERM REVIEW 

and PROGRESS of the ENABLING 
MASTERPLAN 2025

4–5 December 2023
Bangkok, Thailand

The AICHR Regional Consultation was or-
ganised in collaboration with the ASEAN 

AICHR held its 1st 
interface with the ASEAN 
Disability Forum (ADF) 
to further promote and 
protect human rights in 
May 2024  
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Disability Forum and the General Election 
Network for Disability Access and was par-
ticipated by representatives from govern-
ment agencies, ASEAN Sectoral Bodies, 
organisations of persons with disabilities, 
as well as NHRIs. In support of the Mid-
term Review of the implementation of the 
ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025:  Main-
streaming the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities (Enabling Masterplan), the Con-
sultation focused on exchanging views 
on challenges and progress made in the 
review of the implementation of the Ena-
bling Masterplan, such as data collection, 
ASEAN sectoral self-assessments, and 
preliminary reporting on action point pro-
gress under the three ASEAN Community 
pillars. It also focused on ensuring that all 
stakeholders could engage fully and have 
a clear vision for strengthening Enabling 
Masterplan implementation. 

The participants underscored the need 
to continue with a convergent approach in 
mainstreaming the rights of persons with 
disabilities, which is a cross-cutting issue, 
through strategic programmes by ASEAN 
Sectoral Bodies and Entities across the 
three Community pillars.

2.2.8

ASEAN FORUM on HUMAN RIGHTS at 
SEA: ENSURING DECENT WORK for 

MIGRANT FISHERS

14–15 December 2023
Jakarta, Indonesia

The Forum was held in commemoration 
of the International Day of Migrants and 
in partnership with the Indonesia Ocean 

ASEAN Human Rights 
Dialogue signified an 

important milestone in 
ASEAN human rights 

framework



Justice Initiative, the International Organ-
ization for Migration, and the Internation-
al Justice Mission. The Forum provided a 
platform for dialogue among relevant ac-
tors on the protection of migrant fishers 
and raised recommendations for the de-
velopment of the Guidelines on the Imple-
mentation of the ASEAN Declaration on 
the Placement and Protection of Migrant 
Fishers. Intersectional issues of human 
rights at sea, vulnerabilities of migrant 
fishers and the challenges they face, and 
interventions to assist migrant fishers and 
migrant families in navigating the migra-
tion cycles were also discussed.

 
2.2.9

AICHR CONSULTATION on HUMAN 
RIGHTS INDEX

29–30 April 2024
Tangerang, Indonesia

The consultation was attended by more 
than 95 participants representing AICHR, 
the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion 
and Protection of the Rights of Women 
and Children (ACWC), NHRIs, ASBs, the 
ASEAN Member States, Universities and 
Civil Society Organisations who joined the 
event online and in-person.

The consultation provided a platform 
for dialogue among relevant stakeholders 
to discuss and consider a regional human 
rights index in ASEAN, by mapping and 
documenting good practices, sustainable 
strategies, and challenges as experienced 
by the existing human rights indexes. Par-
ticipants discussed various experiences, 
lessons learned and methodology for de-
veloping a human rights index, as well as 
sharing experiences in tracking the state’s 
compliance with global human rights 
standards.

2.3

ASEAN HUMAN RIGHTS DIALOGUE 

The 5th ASEAN Human Rights Dialogue 
was convened on 6 November 2023 at the 
ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
The Dialogue was attended by representa-
tives of ASEAN Member States, AICHR, the 
Committee of Permanent Representatives 
to ASEAN (CPR), NHRIs from some ASE-
AN Member States, the ASEAN Secretariat, 
and invited stakeholders including CSOs 
having consultative relationships with AI-
CHR. 

The Delegates exchanged best practic-
es to promote and protect human rights. 
The Delegates also shared experiences on 
the accession and implementation of the 
international human rights conventions 
by the ASEAN Member States including 
reporting requirements and follow-ups 
on recommendations, as well as their par-
ticipation in the Universal Periodic Re-
view (UPR) process. In commemoration 
of the 11th anniversary of the AHRD on 18 
November 2023 and the 75th anniversa-
ry of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) on 10 December 2023, the 
Delegates reaffirmed their commitment to 
strengthen cooperation in the promotion 
and protection of human rights in the re-
gion in line with the AHRD and UDHR. 

Thematic discussions during the Dia-
logue covered the issues of freedom of re-
ligion and belief, protection of journalists, 
the rights of migrant workers, the rights 
of women, children, and persons with 
disabilities, gender balance and equality, 
business and human rights, human rights 
past abuses, death penalty, the environ-
ment and climate change, online sexual 
violence against children, disinformation 

16
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and misinformation, basic principles for 
the treatment of prisoners, access to jus-
tice, prevention of torture, and sustaina-
ble development goals, among others. The 
Dialogue stimulated constructive discus-
sion, deliberation and exercise of mutual 
respect and understanding. Stakeholders 
such as NHRIs and CSOs were engaged 
and shared their views and recommenda-
tions towards improving cooperation and 
enhancing capacity to better promote and 
protect human rights.

The 5th ASEAN Human Rights Dialogue 
was held after the adoption of the ASEAN 
Leaders’ Declaration on the ASEAN Hu-
man Rights Dialogue during the 43rd ASE-
AN Summit in September 2023. The Dia-
logue was chaired by AICHR Indonesia as 
the Chair of AICHR in 2023 and supported 
by the ASEAN Secretariat.

2.4

DEVELOPMENT of a REGIONAL 
FRAMEWORK on ENVIRONMENTAL 

RIGHTS

Following the establishment of the ASEAN 
Environmental Rights Working Group, the 
Modalities of Operations for the AER-WG 
was adopted on 21 November 2022 and the 
Terms of Reference of the AER-WG was 
adopted by the 36th Meeting of AICHR held 

on 28 February–3 March 2023. AICHR held 
four interface meetings with the AER-WG 
to discuss progress and provide guidance 
for the AER-WG on the development of 
a regional framework on environmental 
rights in ASEAN. These meetings were 
scheduled in the AICHR meetings, namely: 
the 1st AICHR meeting with the AER-WG 
on 9 July 2023; the 2nd AICHR meeting with 
the AER-WG on 9 November 2023; the 3rd 
AICHR meeting with the AER-WG on 23 
February 2024; and the 4th AICHR meeting 
with the AER-WG on 22 May 2024.

In line with the TOR of the AER-WG, the 
AER-WG has worked to develop a declara-
tion on the right to a safe, clean, [healthy,], 
and sustainable environment to be sub-
mitted to AICHR for further discussion.

 
The AER-WG held five meetings in the 

reporting period, namely:

•	 The 1st AER-WG Meeting on 21–22 
August 2023 in Bangkok, Thailand; 

•	 The 2nd AER-WG Meeting on 21–22 
November 2023 in Bangkok, Thailand;

•	 The 3rd AER-WG Meeting on 27–28 
February 2024 in Manila, the Philip-
pines;

•	 The 4th AER-WG Meeting on 6–8 May 
2024 at the ASEAN Secretariat in Ja-
karta, Indonesia; and 

•	 The 5th AER-WG Meeting on 1–3 July 
2024 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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3

MAINSTREAMING HUMAN RIGHTS ACROSS 
PILLARS of ASEAN 

AICHR’s goal is to continue to further pro-
mote and strengthen cross-sectoral and 
cross-pillar cooperation by mainstreaming 
human rights issues across the three ASE-
AN community pillars in accordance with 
the ASEAN Community Vision 2025. 

AICHR has actively contributed to the 
development of outcome documents of 
the ASBs based on invitation, especially 
the integrating of human rights guiding 
principles, means and an end of the pro-
gramming and approaches in their work 
plans, such as the ASEAN Commission 
on the Promotion and Protection of the 
Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) 
Work Pan 2021-2025, the ASEAN Regional 
Plan of Action on the Elimination of Vi-

olence against Children (ASEAN RPA on 
EVAC), the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action 
on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women (ASEAN RPA on EVAW), the Bali 
Declaration on the Enhancement of the 
Role and Participation of the Person with 
Disabilities in ASEAN Community, the de-
velopment of the ASEAN Comprehensive 
Recovery Framework (ACRF), the ASEAN 
Cross-Sectoral Work Plan on Trafficking in 
Persons (Bohol Work Plan) 2017-2020, the 
Work Plan of the ASEAN Plan of Action 
to Prevent and Counter the Rise of Radi-
calisation and Violent Extremism (2019-
2025), and the ASEAN Roadmap on Elimi-
nation of the Worst Forms of Child Labour 
by 2025.

AICHR held the 3rd 
interface meeting with the 
ASEAN Environmental 
Rights Working Group 
(AER-WG) to discuss the 
progress of the drafting of 
the regional framework 
on environmental rights in 
ASEAN  
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4

AICHR ENGAGEMENT 

4.1

ENGAGEMENT WITH ASEAN ORGANS, 
BODIES AND ENTITIES 

During the period of reporting, AICHR had 
constructive engagements and dialogues 
with the following ASEAN organs, bodies, 
and entities under three Community pil-
lars.

4.1.1

ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING 
(AMM) 

On 11 July 2023, AICHR Representatives 
had their annual interface with the ASEAN 

Foreign Ministers during the 56th ASEAN 
Foreign Ministers Meeting (AMM), with 
the participation of Timor-Leste as Ob-
server. At the interface, AICHR submitted 
the 2023 Annual Report of AICHR to the 
AMM, which outlined the main accom-
plishments and developments of AICHR 
in the reporting period from July 2022 to 
July 2023 and emphasised the realisation 
of AICHR’s mandates concerning stand-
ard-setting on human rights, policy sup-
port to ASEAN Sectoral Bodies and the 
ASEAN Member States, as well as on de-
veloping human rights strategies and en-
gagement with stakeholders on various 
thematic issues on human rights. AICHR’s 
engagement with ASEAN Sectoral Bodies 
and Entities, as well as other stakeholders 
including CSOs, NHRIs, young people, and 

ASEAN Foreign 
Ministers commended 

AICHR’s work and 
accomplishments in the 

promotion and protection 
of human rights in the 

region
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children in mainstreaming human rights 
and integrating human rights in the devel-
opment and implementation of regional 
work plans, were also highlighted. 

Underlining the need to strengthen 
the ability of AICHR to remain relevant to 
the ASEAN Community, and to adapt and 
respond to future challenges on human 
rights, the AICHR Statement to the AMM 
suggested that AICHR examine different 
approaches to upholding human rights in 
ASEAN for the new decade. AICHR, there-
fore, sought the AMM’s advice, guidance, 
and support for AICHR to strengthen its 
capacity and fulfil its promotion and pro-
tection mandates in the region. 

During the Interface, the Foreign Min-
isters commended AICHR’s work and ac-
complishments in the promotion and 
protection of human rights in the region. 
AICHR was encouraged to continue its ac-
tive role in mainstreaming human rights 
across all Community pillars and sec-
tors, as well as in the implementation of 
regional frameworks on cross-pillar and 
cross-sectoral areas. The Interface saw a 
candid exchange of views and opinions, as 
well as the sharing of comments and sug-
gestions to AICHR in discharging its man-
date and functions. 

In her closing remarks, the Chair of the 
AMM underscored that AICHR must con-
tinue (i) to promote human rights values 
within the regional context considering 
the balance between rights and respon-
sibilities; (ii) to address human rights is-
sues across the three Community pillars 
in line with the AICHR FYWP 2021-2025; 
(iii) to explore home-grown initiatives 
in strengthening national human rights 
institutions while promoting the role of 
national and local stakeholders; and (iv) 
engagement and collaboration with all 

stakeholders are also crucial in ensuring 
inclusive partnership for humanity for 
ASEAN and beyond. 

4.1.2

COMMITTEE of PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVES to ASEAN (CPR)

AICHR held its annual interface meeting 
with the CPR on 30 May 2024 via video-
conference with Timor-Leste’s participa-
tion as Observer. The Meeting was updat-
ed on AICHR and CPR’s work and priorities 
in line with their respective mandates and 
focused on exchanging ideas and sugges-
tions to enhance the cooperation and col-
laboration between AICHR and CPR.
 

On measures to enhance cross-sectoral 
and cross-pillar collaboration, particularly 
to further mainstream human rights across 
the ASEAN Community pillars, the AICHR 
Representatives called for CPR’s support 
and made recommendations for:

•	 Enhancing the coordination and col-
laboration with relevant ASBs in AI-
CHR’s efforts; 

•	 Convening of the 6th ASEAN Human 
Rights Dialogue to be co-chaired by 
Lao PDR and Indonesia this year; 
and

•	 Encourage closer cooperation and 
communication among the AICHR 
Chair, CPR Chair, and ASEAN Coun-
try Coordinator(s) to enhance coher-
ence and consistency in the imple-
mentation of future activities with 
ASEAN DPs.

Several Permanent Representatives to 
ASEAN made general comments and sug-
gestions underscoring the importance of 
the interface, and the need for collective 
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efforts in the promotion and protection of 
human rights in the region, including:

•	 Human rights in ASEAN is not the sole 
domain of AICHR but of other bodies 
as well. The CPR and AICHR need to 
work together to make the human 
rights dimensions of ASEAN’s work 
more visible and identifiable for ASE-
AN and all other stakeholders;

•	 Viewing ASEAN mechanisms, pro-
jects, and partnerships through a hu-
man rights lens is underscored as a 
way to gain a fuller appreciation of 
human rights as the foundation of the 
people-centred, people-oriented ASE-
AN Community;

•	 The need to work on both promoting 
and protecting human rights is under-
scored;

•	 Apart from engaging ASBs, AICHR 
should engage more with the various 
ASEAN centres, aiming not only to 
raise awareness about human rights 
and the work of AICHR but also to 
ensure human rights issues are ad-
dressed while these centres are car-
rying out their work, and thus to help 
develop a more effective strategy to 
promote and protect human rights, 
especially on current and emerging is-
sues; and

•	 In preparation for the FYWP 2026-
2030, AICHR is encouraged to (i) ex-
plore ways and means to address con-
temporary issues through the human 
rights lens and perspective; (ii) main-
stream and support the implemen-
tation of the ASEAN Outlook on the 
Indo-Pacific (AOIP); and (iii) ensure 
alignment with the human rights el-
ements in the ASEAN Community Vi-
sion 2045 and its strategic plans.

The Meeting also discussed possible 
joint AICHR-CPR activities in 2024 and 

agreed to explore further possible initia-
tives for public outreach and awareness, 
which would benefit, women, children, 
university students, and youths as the tar-
get audience.

4.1.3

ASEAN INSTITUTE for PEACE and 
RECONCILIATION (ASEAN-IPR) 

AICHR held its 1st interface meeting with 
the ASEAN-IPR Governing Council on 30 
May 2024 via videoconference with Ti-
mor-Leste’s participation as Observer. The 
Meeting was updated on AICHR and ASE-
AN-IPR’s work and substantive priorities 
in 2024 and 2025 in line with their respec-
tive mandates and approved work plans. 
Discussions were focused on sharing views 
and suggestions on possible modalities 
and areas of cooperation between AICHR 
and ASEAN-IPR, with the following key 
points:

•	 The intersection between human 
rights and peace and reconciliation, 
as well as peacebuilding and human-
itarian assistance, was highlight-
ed for consideration of joint pro-
grammes and interventions;

•	 On areas of priority, initiatives to re-
alise the right to peace as stipulated 
in Article 28 of the ASEAN Human 
Rights Declaration, and the promo-
tion of the culture of prevention 
could be considered; and

•	 Thematic discussion and/or dialogue 
on the interlinks between peace, se-
curity, and human rights could be 
further explored, such as on peace 
and sustainable development, and 
non-traditional security issues.

The Meeting took note of the strong in-
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Disabilities (Enabling Masterplan), includ-
ing the important roles and contributions 
of persons with disabilities (PWDs) and 
organisations of persons with disabilities 
(OPDs) in ASEAN.

The meeting reaffirmed the commit-
ment to strengthen the cooperation in ad-
vancing the human rights of persons with 
disabilities across Southeast Asia, includ-
ing follow-up actions on the Midterm Re-
view of the Enabling Masterplan, as well as 
measures to further mainstream the rights 
of persons with disabilities across three 
Community pillars in alignment with the 
ASEAN Community’s Vision 2045 and its 
strategic plans.

terest in collaboration as well as the need 
to avoid overlapping and ensure effective-
ness in future engagement and joint activ-
ities. 

4.1.4

ASEAN DISABILITY FORUM 

On 20 May 2024, AICHR held its 1st Inter-
face Meeting with the ASEAN Disability 
Forum (ADF) with the participation of Ti-
mor-Leste as Observer. The parties delib-
erated the efforts and recommendations 
to ensure the progressive implementation 
of the ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025: 
Mainstreaming the Rights of Persons with 

The 1st AICHR-UN 
Dialogue reaffirmed the 
importance of dialogue 
and cooperation in the 
promotion and protection 
of human rights in the 
region and around the 
world
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4.2

ENGAGEMENT WITH CSOs with 
CONSULTATIVE RELATIONSHIP with 

AICHR 

4.2.1

The SCREENING PANEL for CSO 
APPLICATION 

At the Special Meeting 2/2023 of AICHR, 
the ASEAN Secretariat updated AICHR on 
the CSOs with consultative relationship 
with AICHR, which included new informa-
tion on the accredited CSOs’ contact detail, 
their governing board and membership, as 
well as their annual report, research, and 
key policy papers on human rights in the 
region. 

At the 38th Meeting of AICHR, the Rep-
resentatives of Malaysia, Thailand, and 
Viet Nam were appointed as new members 

of the Screening Panel for Application of 
CSOs with Consultative Relationship with 
AICHR for the 2024 term. During this peri-
od of reporting, AICHR did not receive any 
new applications from CSOs for consulta-
tive relationship with AICHR. 

4.2.2

INTERFACE MEETING with CSOs with 
CONSULTATIVE RELATIONSHIP with 

AICHR
 
On 21 May 2024, AICHR held its 5th In-
terface Meeting with the CSOs with Con-
sultative Relationship with AICHR, with 
Timor-Leste attending as Observer. The 
Interface Meeting deliberated issues and 
challenges on human rights in the region, 
as well as exchanged ideas and recom-
mendations for further work in the pro-
motion and protection of human rights in 
the region towards building a more inclu-
sive, sustainable, and rights-based ASEAN 
Community. 

AICHR and Switzerland 
explored opportunities 
to further cooperation 

on human rights through 
training programmes, 

regional dialogues and 
other capacity-building 

initiatives 
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Discussions were focused on the en-
gagement of the CSOs in the implementa-
tion of the AICHR FYWP 2021-2025, and 
the annual priority programmes and activ-
ities of AICHR, with specific recommenda-
tions on the rights of vulnerable groups, 
including women, children, and persons 
with disabilities, human rights and the 
environment and climate change, busi-
ness and human rights, among others. The 
Meeting also deliberated on the engage-
ment and contribution of the accredited 
CSOs in monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 
of the implementation of the AICHR FYWP 
2021-2025 as well as the development of 
the next AICHR FYWP for 2026-2030. 

The Interface Meeting further promoted 
an enabling environment for meaningful 
and constructive engagement and inter-
action between AICHR and the accredited 
CSOs for the promotion and protection of 
human rights in ASEAN. 

4.3 

ENGAGEMENT with EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS

 
4.3.1

The UNITED NATIONS 

AICHR and the United Nations held the 1st 
AICHR-UN Dialogue on Human Rights on 
27-29 September 2023 in Geneva, Switzer-
land, with the participation of Timor-Leste 
as Observer. AICHR Representatives/Al-
ternate Representatives had interface 
meetings with the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, UN officials representing 
various thematic sections within OHCHR, 
roundtable discussions with UN Special 
Procedures including the Special Rappor-

teur on extra-judicial summary or arbi-
trary executions, the Special Rapporteur 
on freedom of association and peaceful 
assembly, and the Working Groupon En-
forced or Involuntary Disappearances 
(WGEID), as well as substantive discus-
sions with members of relevant UN human 
rights treaty bodies including the Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights(CESCR), and the Committee 
on Enforced Disappearances (CED).

Various thematic issues including so-
cial and economic rights, civil and political 
rights, right to development, business and 
human rights, environmental rights and 
climate change, the rule of law and civ-
ic space, and protection of human rights 
defenders were discussed. During the Di-
alogue in Geneva, AICHR also engaged 
with the ASEAN Committee in Geneva and 
the Convention Against Torture Initiative 
(CTI).

The Dialogue marked a significant de-
velopment in strengthening cooperation 
between ASEAN and the UN and reaf-
firmed the importance of dialogue and co-
operation in the promotion and protection 
of human rights in the region and around 
the world. It enabled a better mutual un-
derstanding of the mandates, working 
methods, and challenges of ASEAN and 
UN mechanisms, discussed areas for fur-
ther collaborative efforts, and possibilities 
to create a channel of communication be-
tween AICHR and UN human rights mech-
anisms. The Dialogue contributed to the 
implementation of the Plan of Action to 
Implement the Joint Declaration on Com-
prehensive Partnership between ASEAN 
and the UN 2021-2025 (Plan of Action).

 
On 9 November 2023, AICHR met with 

the UN for updates on recent develop-
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ments in the implementation of the ASE-
AN-UN Plan of Action, as well as the UN 
support to AICHR in 2023. The Meeting 
also discussed possible follow-ups from 
the 1st AICHR-UN Dialogue on Human 
Rights and areas of further cooperation 
between AICHR and the UN in 2024. 

4.3.2

The EUROPEAN UNION

4.3.2.1

5TH ASEAN-EU POLICY DIALOGUE 
on HUMAN RIGHTS and RELATED 

MEETINGS

3–6 October 2023
Brussels, Belgium and Strasbourg, France

On 3 October 2023, ASEAN and the EU held 
the 5th Policy Dialogue on Human Rights in 
Brussels. The Dialogue was co-chaired by 
AICHR and the EU, with nearly 30 ASEAN 
delegates in participation, including AI-
CHR, ACWC, ACW, the ASEAN Committee 
on the Implementation of the ASEAN Dec-
laration on the Protection and Promotion 
of the Rights of Migrant Workers (ACMW), 
relevant divisions of the ASEAN Secretari-
at, and the participation of Timor-Leste as 
Observer. 

The Dialogue facilitated an exchange of 
views on human rights, including civil and 
political rights, business and human rights, 
environmental rights and climate change, 
gender equality and inclusion, rights of 
the child and persons with disabilities, 
migrant workers’ rights, and trafficking 
in persons, freedom of expression and as-
sembly, digital and human rights, and re-
specting human rights while countering 

violent extremism. Both ASEAN and EU re-
iterated their commitment to collaborate 
and explore opportunities to strengthen 
the ASEAN-EU regional cooperation in 
promoting and protecting human rights, 
sharing knowledge and best practices, and 
building partnerships through ASEAN-EU 
engagements at the bilateral, regional, 
and multilateral levels. Subsequently, fol-
low-up actions and post-dialogue engage-
ment would be encouraged and explored 
to maximise the outcomes of this human 
rights dialogue mechanism between the 
two regions. The Dialogue was preceded 
by the 3rd EU-ASEAN Civil Society Forum 
on Human Rights in Brussels on 2 Octo-
ber 2023, during which representatives 
from civil society organisations presented 
a joint policy recommendation to be taken 
into consideration in the framework of the 
dialogue.

Following the Dialogue, ASEAN Del-
egates travelled to Strasbourg, France to 
meet representatives from the European 
Parliament (EP), European Parliament’s 
Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI 
Committee), Council of Europe (CoE), 
European Commission for Democracy 
through Law (Venice Commission), Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR), and 
the EU Delegation to the Council of Eu-
rope to discuss recent policy updates on 
human rights challenges and to enhance 
cooperation between different human 
rights mechanisms of the two regions. The 
events reiterated both sides’ commitment 
to regional cooperation and integration, 
rules-based multilateralism, respecting 
and promoting international law, and 
abiding by internationally agreed norms 
and standards, in line with the UN Charter, 
the ASEAN Charter, the ASEAN Human 
Rights Declaration, and the Phnom Penh 
Statement on the Adoption of the AHRD, 
and EU treaties.
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ASEAN delegates 
met with their EU 
counterparts  in 
Strasbourg, October 2023 
to enhance cooperation 
between different human 
rights mechanisms of the 
two regions

The 5th Policy Dialogue 
on Human Rights held in 
Brussels, October 2023 
was co-chaired by AICHR 
and the EU, with nearly 30 
ASEAN delegates
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4.3.2.2

AICHR-EU DIALOGUE on 
DISINFORMATION and 

MISINFORMATION

29 January 2024
Singapore 

Held in collaboration with the EU, the Dia-
logue brought together close to 80 partici-
pants, including representatives of AICHR, 
the EU, the ASEAN Secretariat, CSOs, the 
private sector, academia, media, and pol-
icy researchers. The Dialogue consisted of 
panels aimed at sharing experiences on the 
impact of disinformation and misinfor-
mation, including on the promotion and 
protection of human rights in ASEAN and 
the EU. The panelists presented different 
approaches to counter disinformation and 
misinformation, to broaden the regional 

discussion and ASEAN-EU collaboration 
on promoting human rights, tolerance and 
cohesion. 

The Dialogue contributed to foster-
ing a shared understanding of the global 
challenge of disinformation and misin-
formation and discussed ways of tackling 
the challenge with full respect for hu-
man rights. The Plan of Action to Imple-
ment the ASEAN-EU Strategic Partnership 
(2023-2027) was highlighted, which seeks 
to strengthen cooperation on countering 
misinformation and disinformation, as 
well as to strengthen the cooperation be-
tween AICHR and the EU through train-
ing, regional dialogues, awareness-raising 
activities, exchange of best practices and 
other capacity-building initiatives. This 
Dialogue with a broad range of stakehold-
ers in ASEAN and the EU delivers on the 
AICHR interest and request made during 

AICHR-EU Dialogue 
contributed to fostering 
a shared understanding 
of the global challenge 
of disinformation and 

misinformation 
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the EU-ASEAN Policy Dialogues on Human 
Rights and will serve to enhance the over-
all ASEAN-EU Policy Dialogue on Human 
Rights. 

4.3.2.3

AICHR MEETING WITH the EU in 2024

On 21 May 2024, AICHR met with the EU 
to discuss further cooperation based on 
the discussions and areas of priority iden-
tified at the 5th ASEAN-EU Policy Dialogue 
on Human Rights held in October 2023, in-
cluding (i) freedom of expression and dig-
ital human rights, (ii) business and human 
rights, (iii) environmental rights and cli-
mate change, (iv) migration and traffick-
ing, and (v) countering violent extremism 
and human rights. Activities in line with 
these areas of priority could be further de-
veloped in collaboration with AICHR and 
relevant ASEAN Sectoral Bodies across 
different pillars in line with the ASEAN-EU 
Plan of Action and as part of our efforts to 
deepen our strategic partnership leading 
up to the 6th ASEAN-EU Human Rights 
Policy Dialogue to be held in Malaysia in 
2025.

4.3.2.4

The EU GRANT to SUPPORT AICHR in 
2024–2025 

On 21 December 2023, the EU signed a 
grant contract for the “EU Support to the 
AICHR” project, with the Danish Insti-
tute for Human Rights (DIHR) as the im-
plementing agency. The project aims to 
contribute to the fostering of a culture 
of respect, protection, and promotion of 
human rights across Southeast Asia and 
ASEAN Member States by strengthen-

ing the capacity and collaboration of AI-
CHR, thereby contributing to a just, in-
clusive, and rights-respecting Southeast 
Asia community. It will also strengthen 
the cooperation between AICHR and the 
EU through training, regional dialogues, 
awareness-raising activities, exchange of 
best practices and other capacity-building 
initiatives to enhance the promotion and 
protection of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms. 

The project duration is 24 months, 
starting from 1 January 2024, with the 
grant funding amounting to EUR 600,000. 
The thematic priorities were identified to 
include (i) freedom of expression, includ-
ing the impact of digital transformation 
and human rights, (ii) business and human 
rights; and (iii) environment and human 
rights.

4.3.3

SWITZERLAND

 
4.3.3.1

AICHR OFFICIAL VISIT to 
SWITZERLAND

30 September–2 October 2023
Geneva & Berne, Switzerland

 
AICHR held its Official Visit to Switzerland 
from 30 September to 2 October 2023 in 
Geneva and Berne, with Timor-Leste’s par-
ticipation as Observer. AICHR Represent-
atives/Alternate Representatives met with 
Officials of the Peace and Human Rights 
Division, and the Asia and Pacific Division 
of the Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs of Switzerland (FDFA), and the Asia 
Section of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
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ment and Cooperation (SDC) in Berne. 
Discussions between AICHR and the Swiss 
federal administration focused on ex-
changes of recent developments, oppor-
tunities, and challenges in the promotion 
and protection of human rights, as well as 
on potential areas to further substantiate 
the cooperation between ASEAN and Swit-
zerland in the implementation of the Prac-
tical Cooperation Areas (PCA) 2022-2026 
for an enhanced and deeper ASEAN-Swit-
zerland Sectoral Dialogue Partnership. 

AICHR and Switzerland reviewed their 
work in the past years and explored op-
portunities to further cooperation on hu-
man rights through training programmes, 
regional dialogues, and other capaci-
ty-building initiatives. During the Visit, 
AICHR also had a roundtable discussion 
with the Association for the Prevention 
of Torture (APT). The constructive and 
substantive exchange with APT on a pre-
ventative approach to torture resonated 
with AICHR’s campaign for the implemen-
tation of Article 14 of the ASEAN Declara-
tion on Human Rights, as well as AICHR’s 
effort toward realising Southeast Asia as a 
torture-free region.

 
4.3.3.2

MEETING with SWITZERLAND in 2023 

On 10 November 2023, AICHR met with 
Switzerland at the ASEAN Secretariat in 
Jakarta, Indonesia to discuss follow-ups 
from the AICHR Official Visit to Switzer-
land and further the excellent collabo-
rations with AICHR in the first phase of 
the Switzerland-ASEAN Sectoral Dia-
logue Partnership on a wide range of ar-
eas on human rights, including freedom 
of expression and opinion, prevention of 
torture, and business and human rights, 

which was briefly halted due to COVID-19. 

The Meeting took note of the sugges-
tions and proposals for further coopera-
tion in areas of mutual interest and looked 
forward to deepening the cooperation for 
the promotion and protection of human 
rights in ASEAN. 

4.3.4

AUSTRALIA

On 20 May 2024, AICHR met with Austral-
ia to discuss ways to strengthen the coop-
eration and support to AICHR in line with 
the ASEAN-Australia Joint Leaders’ Vision 
Statement and the Melbourne Declaration 
announced at the 2024 ASEAN-Australia 
Special Summit to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of ASEAN-Australia Dialogue 
Relations, which set out practical coopera-
tion and shared aspirations for the future.  

Australia’s support of human rights in 
ASEAN was channelled through the pro-
ject titled “Support to Human Rights Dia-
logues and Activities in ASEAN” with the 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
(AHRC) as the implementing agency with-
in the project duration from January 2019 
to December 2023. At the meeting on 20 
May 2024, Australia informed further sup-
port to AICHR through a one-year suc-
cessor project titled “AICHR Engagement 
Project 2024-2025”. The new project aims 
to continue and expand AHRC’s support 
for the promotion and protection of hu-
man rights in ASEAN through engagement 
with AICHR, specifically, with the follow-
ing targeted outcomes: (i) support the im-
plementation and outcomes of AICHR’s 
work plan; (ii) support AICHR’s engage-
ments with NHRIs, regional mechanism, 
UN bodies and civil society; and (iii) sup-
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port AICHR-Australia meetings that have 
been held since 2019. In addition to its al-
located budget of AUD 487,292, the project 
will also enable AHRC to engage with all 
relevant stakeholders, particularly AICHR 
and the ASEAN Secretariat, to explore op-
portunities for activity funding from other 
sources such as the Australia for ASEAN 
Futures Initiative (Aus4ASEAN). 

4.3.5

JAPAN

On 8 November 2023, AICHR met with Ja-
pan at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, 
Indonesia to discuss further possible ar-
eas of future cooperation in line with the 
framework of the AICHR FYWP 2021-2025 
and the Priority Programmes/Activities of 
AICHR 2024, as well as contribute to the 
ASEAN-Japan Friendship and Cooperation 
marked by the ASEAN-Japan Commemo-
rative Summit for the 50th Year of the ASE-
AN-Japan Friendship and Cooperation to 
take place in December 2023. It was not-
ed that priority areas of cooperation were 
identified since the first meeting between 
AICHR and Japan in 2015, including (i) the 
rights of persons with disabilities, (ii) em-
powerment of women, and (iii) fight against 
trafficking in persons. From 2015 to 2019, 
Japan supported nine AICHR activities for 
the development and implementation of 
the ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025. The 
Meeting took note of suggestions for fur-
ther cooperation which may include (i) in-
terface meeting between AICHR and Japan 
to be held on a regular basis; and (ii) new 
thematic and priority areas of cooperation 
to be explored for 2024 and beyond aiming 
for the enhancement of the strategic part-
nership across all sectors including human 
rights. 

On 22 May 2024, AICHR held the 3rd 
Interface Meeting with Japan to discuss 
possible cooperation between Japan and 
AICHR in realising the AICHR FYWP 2021-
2025, as well as in the Joint Statement and 
Implementation Plan, which were adopt-
ed in the Commemorative Summit for the 
50th Year of ASEAN-Japan Friendship and 
Cooperation. AICHR and Japan exchanged 
views on the recent development and fu-
ture direction and shared the view to 
deepen cooperation, such as in the area of 
business and human rights, among others.

4.3.6

UNITED STATES of AMERICA

On 21 May 2024, AICHR met with the Unit-
ed States (U.S.) to discuss the cooperation 
in support of the implementation of the 
AICHR FYWP 2021-2025 and the Priority 
Programmes and Activities of AICHR in 
2024 and beyond. The U.S. updated AICHR 
on the new ASEAN-USAID Partnership 
Program, which will continue to support 
the implementation of agreed-upon areas 
of cooperation underscored in the ASE-
AN-U.S. Comprehensive Strategic Partner-
ship Plan of Action and align with the ASE-
AN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific. The goal 
of the new ASEAN-U.S. Partnership for 
Good Governance, Equitable and Sustain-
able Development and Security Program 
is to strengthen ASEAN’s institutional ca-
pacity to guide policies and frameworks to 
stimulate inclusive and equitable devel-
opment in the region on a demand-driven 
basis, including the four main objectives, 
namely inclusive economic, capacity to 
address transnational threats, good gov-
ernance and inclusive development, and 
strengthening ASEAN entities.
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5

PARTICIPATION of TIMOR-LESTE at AICHR 
MEETINGS and ACTIVITIES 

Following the adoption of the Guidelines 
for the Implementation of the Observer 
Status Granted to Timor-Leste at the 32nd 
ASEAN Coordinating Council (ACC) Meet-
ing on 3 February 2023, AICHR has invit-
ed Timor-Leste to its meeting, starting 
from the 37th Meeting of AICHR held in 
May 2023. In addition to attending AICHR 
meetings, representatives of Timor-Leste 
have been attending policy dialogues and 
official visits of AICHR and related engage-
ments with ASEAN Dialogue Partners and 

stakeholders, such as the 1st AICHR-UN 
Dialogue on Human Rights, the 5th ASE-
AN-EU Policy Dialogue on Human Rights, 
and the AICHR-EU Dialogue on Disinfor-
mation and Misinformation. 

Timor-Leste has been also invited to 
participate in AICHR programmes and ac-
tivities in line with the Guidelines for Ti-
mor-Leste’s Participation in ASEAN Activ-
ities for Capacity Building Purposes, which 
was adopted in 2021.

Timor-Leste attended the 
39th Meeting of AICHR as 

Observer 
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6

IMPLEMENTATION ASSESSMENT, 
MONITORING and EVALUATION (M&E) 

The Midterm Review of the AICHR Five-
Year Work Plan 2021-2025 was conduct-
ed to provide an overview and take stock 
of the progress in the implementation of 
the AICHR FYWP 2021-2025 from January 
2021 to December 2023. The Midterm Re-
view report was endorsed by AICHR on 21 
February 2024 during the 38th Meeting of 
AICHR. 

The Midterm Review followed a robust 
process of tracking data and information 
to assess:

-	 progressive in the implementation of 
the FYWP; 

-	 responsive in addressing the current 
and emerging human rights challenges;

-	  promotion of regional cooperation in 
the promotion and protection of human 
rights; and

-	 contribution to the implementation of 
the ASEAN Political-Security Commu-
nity (APSC) Blueprint 2025 and the re-
alisation of ASEAN Community Vision 
2025. 

Based on the approved AICHR FYWP 
2021-2025, progress could be observed 

for 54 indicative activities out of the 74 
indicative activities in the FYWP. The im-
plementation of the FYWP thus far was 
considered on track with progress made 
towards accomplishing the objectives and 
targets of the FYWP. 

As outcomes of the Midterm Review, 
AICHR’s work and efforts in response to 
the regional challenges and priorities are 
well documented; the priority areas that 
AICHR may consider focusing on in the re-
maining duration of the FYWP 2021-2025 
are identified; and recommendations to 
further enhancing the M&E of the FYWP 
implementation are noted for follow-ups. 
It was also noted that climate change, busi-
ness and human rights, and digital tech-
nologies including artificial intelligence 
(AI) are among cross-cutting issues where 
an integrated and multi-sectoral approach 
is essential for the continued mainstream-
ing of human rights. The next two years 
may see AICHR redoubling efforts in pro-
moting greater synergy and coordination 
in cross-pillar and cross-sectoral issues, 
optimising work processes, and effective-
ly mobilisation of resources to reach the 
goals of the FYWP.
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AICHR’s DELIVERABLES of 2024, 
OBSERVATIONS and FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

AICHR has been committing its mandate 
and functions as enshrined in its TOR since 
2009 and become the leading mechanism 
on human rights in ASEAN by generating 
regional discussions, workshops and activ-
ities related to the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights. 

AICHR as the overarching human rights 
institution in ASEAN will continue its ef-
forts to mainstream human rights across 
the ASEAN Community Pillars and en-
hance its engagement and alignment with 
relevant ASEAN organs and ASEAN Sec-
toral Bodies. Joint projects, activities, and 
meetings, among others, with relevant 
ASEAN Sectoral Bodies have been planned 
and organised with a view to promoting 
relationship and coordination, and en-
hancing effectiveness and impacts of the 
activities. In this connection, AICHR will 
continue to work closely with relevant 
ASEAN organs and ASEAN Sectoral Bodies 
with the aim to mainstream human rights 
across the three pillars of ASEAN. 

ASEAN has been working on the devel-
opment of the Strategic Plans of the ASE-
AN Community Vision 2045. In this regard, 
AICHR can contribute towards the devel-
opment of the ASEAN Community Vision 
2045 and its Strategic Plans by submitting 
its input related to the promotion and pro-
tection of human rights. 

As the region’s human rights mecha-
nism, AICHR has interfaced or conducted 
joint activities with relevant external part-
ners. In this regard, AICHR will work closely 
with the CPR and ASEAN Country Coordi-
nators to further strengthen its coopera-
tion with external partners, both existing 
and potential partners, to explore further 
areas of common interests. Furthermore, 
AICHR will continue its representation 
at the regional and international level at 
important events or meetings such as the 
UN meetings on human rights, which will 
foster recognition of ASEAN and its efforts 
in the promotion and protection of human 
rights.
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At its 39th Meeting in 
Jakarta, May 2024, AICHR 
discussed measures 
for strengthening the 
governance of AICHR 
programmes and activities

AICHR also discussed 
the preparation of the 
FYWP for the period of 
2026–2030 in alignment 
with the ASEAN 
Community Vision 2045 at 
its 39th Meeting in Jakarta, 
May 2024



The REPRESENTATIVES of AICHR
(JULY 2023–JUNE 2024)

H.E. Datin Paduka Hajah Nor 
Hashimah Haji Mohammed Taib

Brunei Darussalam

H.E. Yuyun Wahyuningrum
Indonesia

H.E. Ambassador Yong Chanthalangsy
Lao PDR

H.E. Keo Remy
Cambodia

35



36

 H.E. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Aishah Bidin
Malaysia (until December 2023)

 H.E. Edmund Bon Tai Soon
Malaysia (from May 2024)

 H.E. U Nyunt Swe
Myanmar (from May 2024)

H.E. Dr. Shashi Jayakumar 
Singapore



H.E. Ambassador Prof. Dr. Nguyen 
Thai Yen Huong 

Viet Nam

H.E. Hans Mohaimin Lim Siriban 
Philippines (until April 2024)

H.E. Angelito A. Nayan 
Philippines (from May 2024) 

H.E. Prof. Amara Pongsapich Ph.D. 
Thailand

37








